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LOCAL 


PARENTS OPPOSE 
GROUP CONTRACT 
Lee's Summit School Board 
planned to hire a group that 
teaches about racial equity 
and inclusion but met with 
oppositiom online. 4A 


IN DEPTH 


GOP TAKES DAVIDS’ 
WORDS FOR ADS 
The GOP claims they're just 
using Sharice Davids’ own 
words against her in their 
attack ads painting her as 
too liberal for Kansas. 6A 


IN DEPTH 


GROUP REGISTERS 
BLACK VOTERS 

A nonpartisan coalition of 
groups seeking to engage 
black voters says it has 
registered 87,000 people 
across Missouri. 6A 


BUSINESS 


US ECONOMY GREW 
AT 4.2 PERCENT 
The economy in the second, 
quarter surprisingly grew at 
4.2 percent, the best rate in 
almost four years. 5A 


Ford tells of sexual assault; 
Kavanaugh angrily denies it 


Christine Blasey Ford described her memories Thursday of an 
attack by Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh in 982 


ANALYSIS 


Emotional testimony leaves 
no room for compromise 


toom for compromise, no 
possibility of confusion, no 
Chance that they remembered 
Something differently. In ef- 
fect, they asked senators to 
choose which one they be- 
Tieved, And in that moment, 
these two 100 percen realities 
came to embody a society 


At the beginning of the day, 
she was asked if she was sure 
hat he was the one who sex- 
ually assaulted her 36 years 


aso: divided into broader realities 
“One hundred percent,” she so disparate and so incompat- 
ssid ible that t feels as if two coun- 


‘At the end of the day, be 
was asked if he was certain he 


tries are living în the borders 
fone 


had not T'has become something of 
“One hundred percent," he a cliche to say that the United 
said. States has become increasing- 


‘One after the other, Chris- 
tine Blasey Ford and judge 
Brett Kavanaugh sat in the 
Same chair before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee on 
‘Thursday, separated by less 
than an hour bur a reality gulf 
So wide their conflicting ac- 
Counts of what happened 
‘when they were teenagers 
annot be reconciled, 

‘With millions of Americans 
alternately riveted and horri- 
Bed by the televised drama, 
Ford and Kavanaugh left no 


Iy ribal in the era of President 
Donald Trump, with each side 
in its own corner, believing 
what it chooses to believe and 
Tooking for reinforcement in 
the media and polities, But the 
bale over Kavanaugh’s Su- 
preme Court nomination has 
Feinforced those divisions at 
the intersection of sex, poli- 
ties, power and the law. 
‘Senators emerged from 
Thursday's hearing bitterly 


SEE FORD, 8A 


Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh said allegations of sexual 
misconduct have left his name “totally and permanently destroyed! 


Supreme Court nominee's fate 
ands of undecided senators 
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HIS TESTIMONY WAS 
POWERFUL, HONEST, 
AND RIVETING. 


President Donald Trump, in a 


Judge Brett Kavanaugh and 
his accuser faced off Thursday 
in an extraordinary, emotional 
day of testimony that ricochet- 
fd from a woman's tremulous 
account of sexual assault to a 
man’s angry, outraged denial, 
allaf which played out for 
hours before a riveted nation 
and a riven Senate. 

"The two very different ver- 
sions of the trath, unfolding in 
the heated atmosphere of 
gender divides, MeToo and 
the Trump presidency, could 
not be reconciled. The testi- 
mony skittered from cringe- 
worthy sexual details to aceu- 
Sations and denials of drunken 
debauchery to one juvenile 
exchange over flatulence: 

‘Washington has not seen 
anything like it in a gener. 
ation. For people not used to 
Watching government in ac- 
tinn, it was a spectacle of tan- 
‘mums, tears, preening and 
political ambition = what Sen- 
Ted Cruz, R-Texas, called, 


“Sadiy one of the most shame- 
fal chapters in the history of 
the United States Senate.” 

‘Senators must ultimately 
take sides - and their decisions 
in the coming days will deter- 
mine the ideological balance 
f the Supreme Court for dec- 
ades, 

Immediately after the hear- 
ing adjourned, President Don- 
ald Trump praised Kava- 
naugh's testimony on Twitter, 
saying that the judge had 
“showed America exactly why 
1 nominated him 

“His testimony was pow- 
‘erful, honest, and riveting, 
the president tweeted. “Dem- 
berate’ search and destroy 
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Court: Foster t 
she slept in Ka 


The 13-year-old girl who re- 


A 


een was assaulted as 
nsas child welfare office 


against Michael 
Anthony Hamer, 
Who mumed 19 on 
Wednesday, gives 
more details 
about the report- 


ence room when Hamer Qay) 
down with her under a blanket," 
said the affidavit, which was 
feleased Wednesday. “Hamer 
began kissing her and touching 
her all over. Hamer then put his 


ported she was sexually assault- $ ™ ed rapeinsidea hands down (rhe victim's) pant" 
ed inside a child welfare office Michael KVC Behavior Hamer, who was 18 and still a 
in May told authorities she was Anthony Healthcare office foster child when the incident 
sleeping when an olderteen Hamer in Olathe. occurred, has been charged with 
approached her "(The I3year- rape and aggravated indecent 
PA criminal affidavit describing olf) advised that she was sleeping liberties of a child under H. The 


charges fled earlier this month, 


în a smali comer of the confer 


Star reported earlier this month 


that the incident happened May 
Sat the KVC office. 

When officers arrived that 
night, a male social worker for 
KVC told them that he caught 


her. 

"Neves of the sexual assault 
comes after Kansas lawmakers 
fnd child advocates have insist- 
‘ed far months that i isn't safe to 
keep children overnight in offie 
es run by the state's two private 
‘child welfare contractors. They 
had learned ase fall that con- 
tractors had resorted to this 
practice because of a shortage of 
foster homes and residential 
beds. 

“The youths were at the office 
that May'5 evening awaiting 
placement in available foster 
omes or facilities, according to 


the two teens "making out.” But 
fter the worker spoke with the 
12-year-old, she told the worker 
that she had been sexually as- 
Saulted. She also told officers 
And forensie interviewer that 
She had been assaulted. 

The gil said she “fraze” when 
Hamer began touching her, the 
affidavit said. The document 
lso described how Hamer 
“eventually admitted to kissing” 
the 13-year-old, putting his hand 
down her panes and touching 


SEE AFFIDAVIT, 2A 
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